



FROM TONY'S DESK 


September is here and our long summer 
hours in the Magic Kingdom have given way to 
the shorter hours of the fall season. This 
yearly change from summer to winter hours 
means more time for us. More time to catch 
up on our planting, more time for pest con- 
trol, and more time for our general landscape 
maintenance needs, particularly in all of 
those areas which are so heavily used by 
our guests during the summer months. 


This "extra time" works double for us, 
not only do we get a break from the extended 
hours of the summer season, but many of our 
landscape areas also get a break and a 
chance to be rejuvenated after the heavy 
guest traffic of the summer. Let's take 
advantage of this time .... by planting, 
pruning, spraying, and whatever else we 
need to do to nurture our landscapes to 
their fullest. 


And September is not without it's 
rewards, the transition from summer to fall 
means beautiful weather and comfortable days. 
Let's enjoy this "lull before the storm" and 
make the most of it. 


We have a lot to look forward to in 
the year to come .... we'il take a look at 
some of the details in a special "One Year 
to Go" issue next month. 
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* PLANT OF THE MONTH % 
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Cosmos sulphureus 'Sunny Gold’ 


("Yellow Cosmos") 


This showy summer and fall-blooming 
annual adds a colorful accent to our annual 
beds during the month of September. Cosmos 
has an open and branching habit of growth, 
sporting bright green divided leaves and 
daisylike flowers. 

The species, Cosmos sulphureus, is native 
to Mexico and grows to 7 feet tall. The dwarf 
cultivar 'Sunny Gold' matures at about 8 inches. 

Cosmos 'Sunny Gold' can be seen in Town 
Square, where it has been planted in combina- 
tion with Cosmos 'Diablo', an orange cultivar. 
Both of these cultivars were selected from 


-last summer's annual trials at the Nursery. 
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Chrysothemis friedrichsthaliana - We first 


featured this unusual summer bedding plant 
in May and it has since proven to be an 
excellent addition to our landscape. We 
can now see its dark green foliage and 
yellow and red flowers in Adventureland, in 
Tomorrowland, and in the Hub. 


Cleome spinosa 'Rose Queen' ("Spider Flower") - 


This colorful annual can be seen planted with 
a blue Plumbago border near the entrance to 
the Magic Kingdom monorail station. The rose- 
pink flowers have long, spindly stamens 

which give the appearance of a spider -- 

hence the common name "Spider Flower". 
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SAY IT WITH FLOWERS .... HAPPY 10th 
BIRTHDAY, WALT DISNEY WORLD! 


Ron Gindlesperger and his crew have been 
busy preparing our contribution to the 
Tencennial festivities -- a giant floral "10" 
on the berm opposite the Crystal Palace. 

Work with designs like this has become a 
natural for Ron. In addition to his year- 
round experience with the Mickey Floral, he 
was involved in creating a huge floral eagle 
to help celebrate "America on Parade" in 
1976. Here is some insight into how the 
idea’ for our Tencennial design became 

Best ttxr shu. 

First, our 'Imagineers" at WED Florida 
were called upon to create the design for the 
display. The castle centerpiece was then built 
and painted by our Central Shops as per WED's 
Specifications. Next, the wooden castle was 
moved to the berm and readied to be spotted 
into place. 
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Around the castle, 2x4's were laid in 
place to mark the perimeter of the design. 
To simplify transferring the design to the 
berm, a grid work of 2 foot squares was set 
up, using string anchored to the perimeter 
boards at 2 foot intervals (these squares 
correspond to a scaled-down grid on the 
blueprint itself). Once the grid was in 
place, the castle was centered to match the 
drawing. 

The design for the beds was marked on 
the turf using a squirt bottle filled with 
powdered lime (again, the grid work helps 
to make the transfer). With the design 
laid out, the strings and boards were re- 
moved and the beds cut out. A sod cutter 
wag used to remove most of the turf and a 
balling spade helped with the detail work. 
Finally, the beds were outlined with header- 
board and filled with 6 inches of soil. 

About 700 plants are needed to fill 
the rainbow-like beds of the design which 
will be sure to catch the eye of our 
Tencennial guests throughout the coming year. 
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NEWS FROM THE AREAS ... 





Islands 1 and 2 in the World Showcase lagoon 
hold the distinction of being the first areas 
in the Epcot Center landscape to be totally 
completed -- including trees, shrubs, turf, 
and mulch. 


How high does the 
grass grow if it 
isn't mowed for 

10 days? How long 
would it take 10 
mowers to mow 10 
acres? Willie 
Congrove from our 
mowing crew can 
give you some first- 
hand answers to 
these Tencennial 
questions! 
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Thanks to you, 
it works. 
For all of us. 
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| CAST MEMBERS CELEBRATE THEIR TENCENNIAL, TOO! 


Joe Clayton is one of 25 cast members in our 


be celebrating 
their 10-year 
anniversary this 
year. Our hats 
are off to Joe 
and everyone 
else who has 
been a part of 
our show since 
opening in 19/71! 
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